
Donate blood or host a blood drive 

with The Blood Connection in honor 

of Sickle Cell Awareness. 

Someone in your community 

needs your help today! 

SHOW SUPPORT FOR 

SICKLE CELL DISEASE

WHO IS AFFECTED?

98% of people living with Sickle 

Cell Disease are African American. 

One in three African Americans 

are a match for donating blood to 

help sickle cell patients.

Less than 3% of African 

Americans donate blood.
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Sickle Cell is the most common inherited 

blood disease. It causes red blood cells 

to form abnormal crescent shapes. 

These sickled cells will bump against the 

blood vessels and cause intense pain for 

someone living with this disease.

As the number of sickled cells starts to 

outnumber the healthy red cells in a 

patient’s body, blood transfusions are 

needed to replace the sickled cells with 

healthy red cells. Due to the lifespan of 

red cells, transfusions may be needed 

every couple of weeks. 

WHAT IS SICKLE CELL?

Make a Difference!


